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I. Preamble

The Code of Ethics at Ilia State University regulates social and cultural anthropology
research. It shares the approaches of the American and European Anthropological
Association Codes of Ethics. Anthropologists have moral obligations to the individual,
family, religion, and other associations, as well as to their own profession. During fieldwork,
close ties can develop with the people with whom anthropologists work, which raises ethical
issues. In such complex engagements, misunderstandings are inevitable, and the need to
choose between incompatible values arises. Anthropologists are responsible for confronting
and resolving these difficulties in ways that are compatible with the principles presented in
this document. Therefore, the principles presented in this code enable the anthropologist to

conduct anthropological work and research in compliance with all ethical principles.



II. Introduction

The initial position of the Code of Ethics of Social and Cultural Anthropology of Ilia State
University is that the study of the past and present of the peoples of the world, the
production of knowledge about them, and the use of this knowledge (e.g. publishing,
teaching, research projects, and information policy) should be done in ethical ways. No code
or guidelines can anticipate the challenges of anthropological research. However, the
anthropologist must be prepared to make ethical choices while being able to justify the facts
and assumptions on which these choices are based. That is why these tips aim to show the
basic context, priorities, and connections that must be considered when making ethical

decisions in anthropological work.

ITI. Research

Anthropological researchers must be aware that their knowledge production may be
influenced by various sources (government, funding organisation, colleagues, people under
study) both in presenting and conducting research. Therefore, researchers should expect that
the results of their work will be used in a targeted manner and, accordingly, their
dissemination. At this point, researchers must exercise caution in knowledge production and
dissemination. If the research meets these expectations, it is ethical, regardless of the funding

source (public or private) and objectives.

a) Responsibility to the people with whom anthropological researchers work and whose life
and culture they study.
e Anthropological researchers have ethical obligations to the people, species, and
environments they study and work with. These commitments may change the
purpose of the search for new knowledge and may lead to decisions to cancel or

terminate the research project.



In conducting and publishing their own research or otherwise presenting the results
of their own research, anthropological researchers must be sure that they do not
compromise the safety, dignity, or privacy of the people with whom they work,
conduct research, or perform other professional activities.

Anthropological researchers should find out in advance whether their informants
prefer to remain anonymous or anonymous and make every effort to act in
accordance with their wishes. Researchers should inform their research participants
of the possible consequences of their choices and make it clear that, despite careful
efforts, anonymity may be compromised.

Anthropological researchers must first ensure the consent of the people they study
from whom they receive information or who have access to the material being
studied. The degree and depth of consent obtained depends on the nature of the
project and may be affected by other codes, laws and ethics in the research
community or country. At the same time, it should be considered that the process of
consent to information is dynamic and continuous. This process should be included in
the project and carried out through dialogue and negotiations with the people to be
studied. For the purposes of this Code, consent to the release of information does not
necessarily imply a written or signed form.

Anthropologists who have developed close relationships with individuals or groups
providing information must adhere to obligations of openness and informed consent
while carefully regulating the boundaries of the relationship.

Anthropologists should not exploit individuals, groups, animals, or cultural or
biological materials. They must realise their responsibility to the communities in

which they work and properly appreciate the help they provide.



b) Responsibility to science and the scientific community

Anthropological researchers should expect to encounter ethical dilemmas at every
stage of their work. They should conscientiously identify potential ethical conflicts
during the preparation of the research application and during the course of the
project. Every research application should include a section that anticipates and
responds to potential ethical issues.

Anthropological researchers take responsibility for the reputation of their discipline
and science. They are subject to the basic moral laws of the scientific and academic
space: they must not mislead others (forgery, falsification, plagiarism). They should
not intentionally misinterpret others' scientific research.

Anthropological researchers should do all they can to lead the way for future field
researchers.

Anthropologists are responsible for being honest and open about the nature and
intent of their research with all interested parties. They must not misrepresent their
research objectives, funding sources, activities, or results. Deliberately
misrepresenting research objectives and research results is a clear violation of
research ethics.

Anthropological researchers should use the results of their work in a suitable way and

distribute them to the scientific community as soon as possible.

c) Responsibility to the people

Anthropological researchers should make their research results available to students,
decision-makers, etc. In this process, they must be conscientious; They are
responsible not only for the factual side of the statements but must be especially
careful about the influence of the information they spread on the socio-political
processes. They must do their best to ensure their information is properly understood,
contextualised, and used responsibly. They must make clear the empirical basis on

which their accounts rest, be honest about their qualifications and philosophical or



political views, and acknowledge the limits of anthropological knowledge. At the
same time, they must be alert to the potential harm their information can bring to the
people and colleagues they work with.

e Anthropologists may choose a position that goes beyond presenting research findings
to advocacy. This is an individual decision but not an ethical responsibility.

d) Teaching (responsibility towards students and teaching participants)

e Anthropology lecturers should be sensitive to how this code of ethics applies to their
discipline. Teachers should explain to students the challenges they will face when
doing anthropological work To inspire them to dialogue with their colleagues about
ethical issues.

IV. Presentation of results

o The results of anthropological research are complex and subject to multiple
interpretations. Anthropologists have an ethical obligation to consider the potential
impact of their research, communication, or dissemination of results to all parties
directly or indirectly involved.

o The results of anthropologists' research should be safe, ensuring dignity and privacy
for the participants involved. They should not pose a threat to tangible and intangible

cultural heritage.

V. Epilogue

Anthropological research imposes ethical choices for which anthropologists, individually or
collectively, bear responsibility. Since anthropologists are engaged in researching different
groups and subjects, they must make choices not only based on the obligations imposed by

this Code but also consider the views and demands of these groups.



